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Dear All, 

 How are you doing? 2020 is proving a very strange year for us all. 
As I write this, we are in the slow process of getting church build-
ings open again for private prayer, weddings, funerals and Sunday 
services. The process is slow and cannot go at the same speed eve-
rywhere. Before any church building reopens, just as with other 
public buildings, there must be careful procedures put in place to 
help cut down risk of infection and not all buildings or congregations 
can make the necessary changes just now. 

 Although closing was a great sorrow, we were told to do it for 
public health and giving up our life for the life of the world seems 
completely appropriate for people who proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour.  

 In August and September, the church’s calendar asks us to think 
about the world around us, its beauty, its complexity and our part 
within it. Part of that will be our harvest celebrations whatever 
they look like given the restrictions on us. 

 One of the joys of lockdown for many has been re-experiencing a 
deep connection with the places in which we live. I have felt very 
blessed that I was here, not in a city flat. The joy of seeing the 
changes in the garden and the countryside got me through some of 
the worst patches. Others have said the same. We also saw the big 
effects that a change in how human beings were living had on the 
air quality, wildlife and the environment generally. 

 As we start to ease back into life as we knew it before, it would 
be dreadful if we lost that sense of the preciousness of our envi-
ronment, the certainty that its well-being and our own are deeply 
intertwined. It would be a tragedy if we slipped back into ways of 
being that harm and destroy the things that have brought us so 
much comfort and joy. 

 To want ‘everything just to go back to how it 
was before’ is too small a goal. Scripture holds be-
fore us the hope of Heaven and Earth made new, 
healed and free. That is the ‘new normal’ we must 
live and hope for, 

 With every blessing 
 

With every blessing, Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



Cover story 
 

On June 6th the Marloes community thanked Paul and 
Stef at Marloes Village Store for their selfless work 
during the Covid-19 epidemic by presenting them with 
a bottle of wine, a big bunch of flowers (picked from 
local gardens) and a takeaway meal from Runwayskiln.  
 
This photo was posted on Facebook with the following 
note: 
“Mum and Dad are so overwhelmed…..  Thank you to 
the lovely community we live in for delivering beautiful 
flowers, wine and a delicious meal from Runwayskiln.  
 

They have worked nearly 11 weeks without a day off, 
going above and beyond to get in necessities and deliv-
er to those who are shielding all without complaint. 
They are grateful to all customers old and new. 
 
We are so proud of them and this lovely treat is so well deserved. “ 
 
There were many appreciative and supportive comments from Marloes and from further 
afield. Here are a few: 
 

 * Dear Stef and Paul, the community has so much to thank you for xxx  

 * Well deserved - thank you for being there for us all.  

 * Well deserved thank you from the neighbouring villages as well xx  

 * So well deserved. Lock down would be down and out without them!  

 * Community heroes  

Marloes & St Brides 50 Club Prize winners 

 

Draws for both quarters took place on July 6th at Lower Mullock; the draw was made by 
Yvonne Evans, and witnessed by Peter Royle and Russell Evans 

 

Quarter 1 2020 

First Prize        £110   Val Krelle 

Second Prizes £50  Jennifer Gillespie; Linda Owen; Barbara Black 

Third Prizes    £30  Richard Hayman; Charles Owen; Hywel John 

 

Quarter 2 2020 

First Prize        £110   Rachel Owen 

Second Prizes £50  Barbara Black; Bobby Morgan; Joan Llewellyn 

Third Prizes    £30  Sue Twidale; Louise Beal; Philip Owen 



 

St Ishmael’s Church Grand Potato Challenge Results.  

The 'Virtual' weigh in took place on Saturday at noon and the 
winner was Liz Townsend with 1.2kg closely followed by Jane 
Devonald with 1.15kg and Richard Neale with 1.1kg. The closest 
result we have ever had!  

The Young Persons winner was Grace Todaro with 0.815kg. 

A big thank you to all who took part.  

Stay Safe and God Bless. 

Unprecedented? 

  

 All through this crisis the word ‘unprecedented’ has been used a lot and, truly, 
we have seen nothing like the lockdown in our lifetimes. Even in the Second World 
War communities still met up, ate together, prayed together, partied together. When 
I was talking about this, particularly the sorrow and pain of having to close church 
buildings, a historian friend of mine pointed me to something that he considered a 
precedent. 

 King John and Pope Innocent III fell out over the appointment of a new Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. When Hubert Walter, the previous archbishop died in 1205, 
the King supported one candidate, the canons elected another. Delegates went to 
Rome to have the dispute rseolved and the Pope and delegates agreed to a third can-
didate who was duly appointed in 1207. 

 The candidate was a fascinating man called Stephen Langton. He came from 
Wragby in Lincolnshire. He studied at the University of Paris and there befriended 
the man who went on to become Pope Innocent III. The Pope took Stephen away 
from his job teaching theology and made him cardinal priest of a church in Rome 
and then Archbishop of Canterbury. Langton is also credited by many with the cur-
rent division of the Bible into chapters for ease of reading. 

 When the King learned of it, he was furious and proclaimed anyone who recog-
nised Langton as a ‘public enemy’. The Pope responded by putting all the lands 
ruled by John under an interdict. This meant that in England and parts of Wales the 
churches would effectively close until the king changed his mind. It lasted six years. 
 There were no church services, only the clergy could receive communion, con-
fession was only available to the dying as part of the last rites,  baptisms could only 
be done privately, couples could not be married in church and no one could be bur-
ied in the churchyard. The King responded by trying to starve out the clergy and the 
people also directed their anger at the clergy and the church. Eventually, the King 
was forced to accept Stephen and the barons, keen that nothing similar could happen 
again, forced the king to sign Magna Carta, the founding document of British Parlia-
mentary Democracy.  

 By a strange coincidence, the interdict began on the same date in March that the 
churches were ordered to close this year. 
 



 A PENINSULA PAPERS FAN! 
 

Many of you may know the Rev Parry, who used to be the vicar at St Ishmaels and Her-
brandston in the 1990s. He has a son Giles ,who has learning difficulties, and for many 
years Giles has avidly read and collected copies of Peninsula Papers which are sent to 
him in the post to his home in Herefordshire. He has even built a special cupboard to put 
them in! 
 

Due to the Covid-19 situation, recent editions of Peninsula Papers have only been avail-
able on-line and have not been printed. Giles was rather upset about this so I printed 
copies of these two editions for him. He was extremely grateful and sent me his picture 
of him holding the magazines and wrote a delightful little note.  

Marlene Lewis  from St Ishmaels writes: 

“Huge thanks to my friends for their help and friendship throughout 

this pandemic” 



 

Seagrass Ocean Rescue project update. 
Richard and the Swansea University team were allowed at last to snorkel the seagrass area 
on 17th June to make preliminary observations on the project (the first site visit since plant-
ing in Feb/March). Snorkelling was an interim (but imperfect) method of assessment due to 
the difficulties of maintaining social distancing during SCUBA diving operations. They were 
delighted to find many seed bags with successful seagrass germination starting to take place, 
with new young and healthy shoots 
ranging from 1cm to 15cm. They 
plan to return to the site on 29th 
July for a SCUBA diving assess-
ment and hope then to see further 
germination taking place. Germina-
tion is a little later than expected 
but that is likely due to the delay in 
planting.   
 
The ropes holding the seed bags were cut as planned during site visits. This was to minimise 
any potential for entanglement and was a requirement of licensing. Overall the team are 
pleased with seagrass growth to date. Total germination success will be determined in the 
Autumn after which further infilling of seed bags (same planting method) is planned. 
 
Two community meetings have taken place via videoconference (Zoom) on 28th April and 
14th July and the next is planned for mid-October. Thank you to all those who continue to 
participate in these meetings and provide invaluable feedback on the project as it develops. 
These are now attended by community and stakeholder representatives and so attendance is 
limited. However, anyone is welcome to contribute comments or questions either via these 
attendees or through PCF. The project team are still keen to continue to involve all those 
interested and provide regular project updates (although regrettably all remotely for now). 
The Dale Seagrass Stakeholder Group is looking for a local community Chairperson.  If you 
are interested, please contact Jetske. 
 
After discussions it has been agreed to deploy 3 visitor mooring buoys on the eastern side of 
the seagrass meadow zone and 2 small signage marker buoys on the western edge closest to 
the shore. Funding to maintain these has been secured for at least the next 7 years. The con-
sensus is that the visitor mooring buoys will be provided as a free resource, but provision 
will be made to enable voluntary donations. Any donations collected can be used for com-
munity purposes agreed upon by the Dale Seagrass Stakeholder Group. All project infor-
mation, meeting notes and updates are available on the PCF hosted webpage.  
https://www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk/seagrassoceanrescue/ 
 
If anyone has any observations regarding the planted seagrass, or queries please contact 
Richard directly on r.k.f.unsworth@swansea.ac.uk or phone 07795 311166. For information 
on the project contact Jetske 

at jetske.germing@pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk or phone 07748 740347. 

See over the page for a diagram showing the location of the seagrass bed and buoyage.  



 

 

DaleDaleDaleDale    
Meeting held via Zoom 15/6/2020 
 

Clerk. The Council has a new Clerk, Fran 
Jones who has taken over from Wendy Ke-
hoe as of the 1st of June. The council ex-
pressed their thanks to Wendy for every-
thing she’s done during her time as Clerk. 
Planning. NP/20/0260/LBA  
NP/20/0259/FUL The Council had no ob-
jections to proposed plans for application, it 
was noted that the council wanted clarifica-
tion however on the type/style of render to 
the outside of the property to ensure it is as 
similar to the original as possible. 
Financial Report. 
Current bank balance                 £2,101.82 
Business savings account             £1,503.63 
Payments due   
 Coronation Hall     £250.00 
 Cemetery Grant     £250.00 

 Peninsular Papers  £100.00 
 Clerk                      £390.00 
Clerk’s Salary was agreed £1590 p.a 
Correspondence. An email was received 
from Dave Astins on behalf of the Pem-
brokeshire Triathlon Club regarding the 
annual Dale Half Marathon and 10K due to 
take place in September. The council were in 
agreement that should it be possible, it 
should go ahead. Unfortunately since our 
meeting the organisers have decided not to 
go ahead with the race this year but have set 
the date for next year for September 26th 
2021. 

 
There is no date as of yet for the next meet-
ing given the ongoing circumstances. 

 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



B E A C H  H U T  C A F E - O P E N  F O R  T A K E A W A Y S  
9.30pm-3.00pm 

 

BREAKFAST - Bacon Sarnies, Croissants 

LUNCH Freshly made Sandwiches and toasties, Continental Bagels, Pasties 
and Sausage rolls (available all day)  

 

HOT & COLD DRINKS & HOMEMADE CAKES SERVED ALL DAY  
 

**ENTRANCE THROUGH THE BACK GATE** 

Card payments preferred and please maintain social distancing.  
Many Thanks, Stef, Paul and the team 01646 636968 

Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
Council Meetings – No meeting has been 
held since March 2020.  It is planned to hold 
an on-line meeting on Monday 10th August – 
all that is allowed by the regulation to date.  
Confirmation details and the Agenda will be 
posted on Marloes Village Hall Notice Board 
on Tuesday 4th August. 
Coronavirus Emergency – The pages on 
the marloes.org.uk website are regularly 
updated by Mrs. Rosemary Royle, with links 
to various Council service/press releasees – 
please keep checking, and pass on infor-
mation to those who may not have on-line 
access.   
Financial Payments – Since April pay-
ments have been made to One Voice Wales  
- £64; Mrs. Royle (Web Fee) - £39; BHIB 
(Council & Clock Tower Insurance) - 
£519.44p.  Bank Account (June)£3394.19.  
Next precept payment due in August 2020.   
Community Works Grant – An applica-
tion for a grant has been made for the pur-
chase and installation of a Speed Warning 
Electronic Notice in the village near the 
Playground & Recreation Area.   The Coun-
cil has been awarded a grant towards the 
purchase of this Notice, with the Council to 
pay 10% of the total costs.  A sign suitable 
for a village location has been identified.  
The solar version costs (£3655 ex VAT), 
plus £250 + VAT per sign for the standard 
delivery & installation.  The County Council 

will levy a one-off charge of £156 for sign 
licensing. There will also be a charge from 
the County Council for supplying & installing 
the required post.  BHIB (Council Insurers) 
have advised that it is likely that no addition-
al premium will be necessary as there is al-
ready cover for street furniture.  Council 
members will consider this payment at the 
next meeting.  
Audit 2019/2020 – The Audit Return for 
the Year Ending 31st March 2020 has to be 
approved and certified before the end of 
August.  Council members have approved 
the re-appointment of Ms. J. Fussell as the 
Internal Auditor, and her report will be re-
ported to the planned meeting of the Coun-
cil.  A date for the exercise of electors rights 
will be notified when regulations allow for 
the inspection of the accounts held by the 
Clerk.   
Recreation Area/Playground – This area 
should be open for use at the beginning of 
August, but social distancing of 2 metres 
must be adhered to in the area.    Posters 
will be displayed to guide parents/children 
on the use of the Play Area.    
See www.marloes.org.uk for further Com-
munity information;  minutes of the Com-
munity Council meetings after they are ap-
proved, and also previous copies of Peninsu-
la Papers (excluding adverts)  

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



Mr. Fred Duffey 

Doreen wishes to thank all relatives, friends and neighbours for their kind mes-
sages of sympathy, cards and phone calls received following Fred’s death on 

the 10th June.  
Your support is very much appreciated.  

PP postal subscriptions 

For those of you who receive your magazine in the post - your sub-

scription renewal date will be put back to take into account the 
months that you have missed.  

BRACKEN CAT’S RULES OF THE ROAD 

21
st

 July 2020 

 

Hello, folks: Bracken Cat here, 

I haven't poemed for a while – 

But rest assured (I write with crossed paws): 

Keeping healthy, s;ll that well-fed smile. 

 

They have been wonderful, these last few months, 

For a Puss who loves to hunt the lanes: 

Wherever you've been in your annoying machines, 

I'm not glad to see you back again! 

…Except – I have a fan club, 

Who stop their cars to say hello, 

Who accept that Cats Have Right Of Way – 

My goodness, my whiskers, I've missed them so! 

 

Therefore if you are a local, or a visitor to these parts 

And you wish to be welcome, take this message to your hearts: 

Driving well around here means keeping speed low, 

And not being selfish Mr Toad so-and-sos: 

If it's you must reverse, do it promptly with grace – 

And don't go and waver all over the place! 

Stop being precious – don't keep out so far: 

That is grass you must brush past, not jagged iron bars! 

And it isn't just cats that you should watch for: 

What about children, and those whose hearing is poor…? 

I've said it before; I'll say it again – 

DO AS YOU WOULD BE DONE BY in Pembrokeshire lanes! 



St Peters, Marloes, St Brides and St Ishmaels Churches 

The opening of our churches is under constant review and is guided 
by information from the Church in Wales.  Currently the churches 
will not be open during the month of August. The position for Sep-
tember will be reviewed based on the prevailing circumstances of 
the pandemic. 

This decision has been taken with consultation with the church com-
mittees. 

Stay safe and well, every blessing, 

Gaynor 

Parish Priest. 

Walwyns Castle Village Hall. 
We are closely following the guidelines of the Welsh 
Government regulations , and subject to these , we are 
planning to be COVID - 19 safe and to re open to take 
bookings  for hire from September . For further infor-
mation, please call Jean on 01437929813, or 
mail    wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com . 
 

Walwyns Castle virtual plant sale.  
Although the plant sale planned for Walwyns Castle 
village hall this spring could not go ahead, the enthusi-
astic working group of organisers still managed to 
provide some much needed retail therapy in the village 
over a few days in May. Thank you to Des Potter 
whose parking space became the display area for 
plants for sale. More a "pick up and donate "than 
"click and collect", with out breaking any lock down 
rules, many from the village were able to take ad-
vantage of the mix of vegetable and flower plants 
growers had made available. Donations from the sale 
giving a great head start towards preparations for a 
plant sale and social event next spring and summer.  

Walwyn's Castle, Robeston West and St James, Dale 

The church at  Walwyn’s Castle is open for private prayer on Sundays from 
11am to noon. We are hoping to open Robeston West for a communion ser-
vice at 11am on 16th August but that is to be confirmed. Dale church has per-
mission to open for private prayer by appointment with Peter Morgan.  

Walwyn’s Castle also has permission to be open for weddings and funerals, 
Dale will apply for similar permission if required. The situation is changing 
all the time. 

Rhiannon 



 

 

COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (CIO). 
 

In more normal times we would have been putting on an exhibition to highlight the 
100yrs since the Kensington Estate was sold in 1920.  We hope to be able to put 
the exhibition on next year, and would value any information, details or photos 
families may hold which they are happy to share with the wider community. 
The September talk  on the buildings of the Kensington Estate has also been post-
poned for this year. We are not quite sure when and if we will be able to hold any 
talks this year - time will tell on this one! We will keep members informed as to 
any developments. 
We are much saddened to report the death of one of our founder members Mrs 
Valerie Davies. Val gave the group invaluable access to her wealth of artefacts and 
knowledge of the history of our area, and encouraged us in all our endeavours. 
 

If you need any further clarification please contact Harriet (636668 ) or Yvonne 
(636251) 
Keep safe and we look forward to the time when once again we can all sit and lis-
ten to a talk on local history! 

Skomer and Skokholm Islands Update  
 

The Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales (WTSWW) have been closely monitoring the 
Coronavirus guidelines issued by the Welsh Government since March 2020.  
There are many considerations for us when thinking about Skomer and Skokholm, including 
boat transportation and the provision of toilet facilities once on the islands. We also have 
concerns about maintaining social distancing whilst helping passengers off the boat and the 
very real possibility of people leaving the narrow trails to maintain the 2m social distance 
and inadvertently collapsing Manx Shearwater burrows at a time of year when chicks are 
still underground. For those reasons: 
 

* Overnight accommodation on Skomer or Skokholm will remain closed for the 
remainder of the 2020 season. 

 

* Day visits to Skomer Island will not resume at the moment and Lockley Lodge 
will remain closed. We will keep this situation under review as further guid-
ance is issued.  

 

This has been a very difficult decision and we know it will be a great disappointment to 
many, but the safety of island staff, our visitors and our local community remains our key 
priority. 

We would like to thank you all for keeping in touch with our Islands via the Skokholm Blog 
and Skomer LIVE and we will communicate any further announcements with regard to 
Skomer day trips as soon as we are able. 

With our best wishes to you all,  Lisa Morgan and the island wardens 
 

Footnote: Dale Sailing are running Skomer cruises (not landing) on Dale Princess,12 
max per trip, bookings only   Book by tel 01646 603109 or email at Dale Sailing Neyland. 
Also Skomer Explorer RIB trips to Skomer Skokholm and Grassholm  Booking by tel or 
email as normal. See https://www.pembrokeshire-islands.co.uk. 



PETER DUNN - a personal reminiscence 

 

I first met Peter in 1974 when I moved to Pembrokeshire, Peter having moved here in 1971 
originally from Cheshire to live in St Ishmael’s and later St Brides 

 

Peter was one of a kind - he worked as an auctioneers clerk, had a recording studio for local 
artists called  ‘Posh Productions’ and ran a disco called Powerfull Pierre discos. He loved 
all things electrical and loved nothing more than fixing electrical problems on many of the 
farms in Pembrokeshire. 
 

Peter would rather turn out on Christmas Day to mend something rather than stay home and 
have Christmas dinner.  Peter never married. He was a bit of a loner but once  introduced to 
pool and darts he became a really good team player.  He was really keen on Sunday night  
cribbage at the Brook Inn. He got enthusiastically involved in lighting and sound effects for 
a local Am Dram group.   
 

Peter loved dogs and over the years had a number of Jack Russells which would go every-
where with him in the van.   
 

Peter took on the responsibility of locking and unlocking St Brides Church when his father 
passed away, even when he moved further away from the church he would drive down 
there every morning and evening. 
 

Peter was a good friend, a good electrician and the man to ring if you wanted something 
fixing or something replacing old or new.  For information about Pembrokeshire history 
Peter was the man to ask. He will be missed by a tremendous amount of people from Pem-
brokeshire and beyond. 
 

Rest well pal,  MSG 

***FOR SALE: O.I.R.O £325'000.00 (Freehold) 
It is with heavy hearts that we have decided to 
sell our wonderful pub. We have thoroughly 
enjoyed our five years 'behind the bar' and 
would like to thank all of our lovely customers 
for your warm friendship, company and support. 
We would also like to say a special thank you to 
Ken Gainfort and Malcolm Smith-Gosling for all 
of your invaluable help with the organizing and 
running of many of our popular weekly, monthly 
and yearly events. We couldn't have done these 
without you! And of course we must say a big 
big thank you to all of our wonderful members 
of staff who we have been lucky to have working by our side - you are all stars! Jude Ab-
bott, our pub mum, we will forever be in your debt for all of your hard work and love - 
we would have been truly lost without you! 
We will welcome and consider any offer, and would love to hear from anyone who may 
be interested in buying the Brook Inn. You can get in touch through any of our Facebook 
pages (Sally Llewellin, Jonny Pawlett, @The Brook Inn) or by calling 07512 222 971 / 
07811 871 555 



Footpath Volunteer for the Peninsula. 

The National Park are introducing the role of Footpath Volunteers who will monitor the 
condition of footpaths and carry out minor maintenance tasks and inform the Ranger of 
more significant tasks required.  

I have been a Park Volunteer for many years, in differing roles, and I have taken on the 
role of Footpath Volunteer for all paths west of the road between Mullock Bridge and St 
Brides, excluding the Coast Path itself. This area encompasses the Dale Peninsula, Mar-
loes Peninsula, and the St. Brides area, and includes 10 miles plus of footpaths, some 
more regularly used than others. 

If you become aware of any issues on any of these paths please do let me know since I 
shall not be able to walk all of these every week!  Issues could include vegetation ob-
structing gates and stiles, or the path itself, wonky gates and stiles, or missing signposts. 

Contact me at any time: 

Peter Royle 

01646 636970    pdroyle@orlandon.co.uk 

 

If there are other issues you can contact the Local PCNPA Ranger, Chris Taylor at 
christ@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk  tel 07773 797559 



 

 

 

 

                  
 

 

 

 

 

The Old Stables Heritage  
Centre will be closed until  

further notice. 
If you have any queries please contact  

Harriet 636668 or Yvonne 636251. 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

Please note that there is 

a new booking secretary 

for Marloes Village Hall:  

 

Emma Truelove 07896719409 

mvhbookings@hotmail.com 

PENINSULA PAPERS AND GENERAL INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION 

The Marloes Website has some pages devoted to Community Information as described 
below which you may find useful. These Community Information pages have been set up, 
in conjunction with Marloes Community Council, to provide a source of information on 
the situation in the Coastlands area, in respect of the impact of Coronavirus. 

We have pages covering the following, which we try to keep up-to-date: 

Good Neighbour Services   

Local Services, Businesses and Events  

Pubs, Restaurants and Cafes  

Church and Chapel 

DADS Radio Theatre 

FACEMASKS 

 
If anyone needs a facemask for public 
transport let me know.  I can either 
make you one or provide you with the 
materials to make one for yourself - 

mostly left over from making the scrubs. 
Rosemary Mecklenburgh  

07850 159666 

CRICKET IS BACK AT  
ST ISHMAELS! 
 

Harrison-Allen Bowl 
First Round, Saturday 25th July 1pm 

Burton v Pembroke Dock 
Whitland v Carew 
Hundleton v Llangwm 
Saundersfoot v St Ishmaels 
Narberth v Johnston 
Llechryd v Neyland 

Second Round, Saturday 1st August 1pm 
Laugharne v Saundersfoot/St Ishmaels 
Pembroke v Burton/Pembroke Dock 
Stackpole v Narberth/Johnston 
Whitland/Carew v Cresselly 
Lamphey v Llanrhian 
Hook v Lawrenny 
Llechryd/Neyland v Herbranston 
Haverfordwest v Hundleton/Llangwm 

Alec Colley Cup 
Round One Saturday 25th July 4.30pm 

Saundersfoot v Burton 
Alec Colley Round Two Sat 1st August 

Llanrhian v Carew 
Pembroke v Pembroke Dock 
Saundersfoot/Burton v Lawrenny 
Narberth v Haverfordwest 
Hook v Llangwm 
Herbranston v Whitland 
Neyland v Cresselly 
St Ishmaels v Llechryd 



A Garden Bioblitz              Rosemary Royle 
 

One very hot Saturday at the end of May, I spent most of the day prowling around 
the garden - I did a Garden Bioblitz. The idea of a Bioblitz was promoted by WWBIC 
as part of “Wales Nature Week” our local records centre (see here https://
www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Nature-Week) but I only found out about it the 
day before. The weather was too hot for gardening and too windy to relax so I spent 
the day with close-focus binoculars and a camera and a big pile of reference books! 
I had a go at identifying bumble-bees and hoverflies but I had to give up on solitary 
bees. I tried to identify all the trees, shrubs and plants (except exotic garden plants) 
which came to 102 species, I ran the moth trap the night before and I peered into 
the pond until I had seen a newt. Dragonflies and butterflies were keeping a bit of a 
low profile due to the wind but a fresh Large Skipper was a surprise. The lovely flat 
plates of Ox-eye daisies proved very productive for bugs of all kinds. I decided not 
to try spiders, slugs, snails, lichens and mosses and gave up on most beetles ex-
cept easy ones. In the end I managed to identify 192 species which was quite pleas-
ing. (And I have since identified a few more plants as the weeds in the garden ma-
ture!). Below are a Thick-legged Flower Beetle, a pond-loving hoverfly called Heli-
ophilius pendulus and a micro-moth called a Nettle-tap (because if you tap a nettle 
plant clouds of these are supposed to fly out)! 



 

 

News from the Trustees of  
PERKY (Peninsula Enterprise Resource KittY) 

This is the Charitable Incorporated Organisation that was formed from the Dale Play Area 
Association. 
We have made seven grants over the past year. 
 

1. Subsidising the Coastlands School Class 3 Summer Activity Day - Kayaking and Raft 
Building with WWWS.  The Boat House Café supplemented this by serving up a 
fantastic free lunch for all the children.  It was said to have been the “best trip ever”. 

2. A grant to WWAG to support larger families taking part in Sailing. 
3. Providing a float to the Coastlands School Headteacher for her to use at her discre-

tion to support children in taking part in out of school activities that they would 
otherwise be unable to enjoy. 

4.  A grant to Dale Winter Warmers to supplement fund-raising efforts by the Com-
mittee to match fund the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant.  This was used to pay for 
activities. 

5. Subsidising surfing lessons for a group of youngsters over the summer holidays.  This 
was very popular, with children really enjoying themselves and parents particularly 
commenting how good it had been for confidence building. 

6. Supporting a local sports club to subsidise training for 2 local youngsters who had 
been picked for the national squad. 

7. Supporting the Coastlands School fund raising efforts for their Disneyland Trip by 
giving a grant to help ensure that all those wishing to take part in this “once in a 
lifetime” experience were able to do so. 

 

As can be seen, grants from PERKY are available to support a broad variety of events and 
activities or the purchase of equipment.  On receipt of a simple to complete application 
form we aim to make a decision about your request within 4 weeks, usually much sooner. 
 

We would be very keen to support the Community and make a difference as we emerge 
carefully from lockdown. So please come up with ideas which perhaps need a bit of finance 
to get off the ground and contact one of the Trustees - John Bramley, Sean and Wendy 
Kehoe, or Rosemary Mecklenburgh or email the Secretary on rosemary.meck@gmail.com. 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) 

This is a group of major charities working at present to assist countries across the 
world to combat the effects of the Coronovirus.  All donations (up to £10 mil-
lion) will be matched pound for pound by the UK Government.  Contributions 

can be made at Marloes Post Office - no details taken only your donation.   

A message to Peninsula Papers Advertisers 

Over the last few months PP has not been printed, though there have been two on-line 
editions. These editions do not contain adverts.  
In order to compensate for this I shall be reducing next years advertising subscription to 
reflect the number of missed editions.    Editor 



Decision, Decisions  

or “Thoughts on exi!ng lockdown” 

Yippee!! We’re almost free!! Well not quite......but we 

can now meet up with one other family, travel more 

than 5 miles and do some ‘retail therapy’. Next week 

we can have a meal out, a drink in the garden of a pub, 

and maybe have a holiday abroad without having to 

quaran;ne when we return. Also the self catering 

coJages, campsites and tourist aJrac;ons open. It all 

seems like freedom aKer the last 3 or 4 months of lockdown.  

The trouble is that when you look into it more closely, it isn’t quite as marvellous as it 

may seem. Which bit of my family will I choose to see? Or which friend would I most 

like to spend ;me with? If I travel within UK to a place of interest, how much will the 

social distancing cramp my style and how long will the queues be to get in? How long 

in advance will I have to book? AKer all the government dithering, which countries 

really are ‘safe’? Do I really want to sit in a pub garden kiJed up to the eyeballs under 

my umbrella? Do I really ’have nothing to wear? Does my new longer hairstyle look 

fine? And all the ;me we know that whatever we do exposes us to risk however small 

and the assessment of that risk is hard. It will be different for different people and 

each person has to make his or her own mind up about what is right for them. The 

decisions don’t only rest with us personally. Pubs like the Freshwater Inn have to bal-

ance whether it will be financially viable to open when the weather will be so cri;cal 

as to whether they get customers or not. We, in the village, are also worried that a big 

influx of visitors from all over UK will bring the virus with them and problems with so-

cial distancing.  

We have had an unprecedented ;me when decisions were completely taken out of 

our hands - almost like being in a police state but we were all in the same boat and 

made the best of it. All we had to decide on was what to cook for dinner and which 

programme to watch on tele. With the virus raging, none of wanted to go anywhere 

and mostly were quite content to stay in the safety of our own homes. Personally, I 

s;ll don’t want to go far but I am geNng cabin fever now the weather has changed. I 

certainly don’t want to get on a plane with all the risk that exposes me to, so when 

summer returns, I will be content to having a day out in our motorhome with a picnic 

and a change of scenery. I won’t even have to brave the public toilets!  

Good luck with your lockdown easing and keep as safe as you can.  

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ADVERTS IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY NOT 
BE UP-TO-DATE REGARDING THE COVID-19 SITUATION.  

 

Many establishments are open, some are closed, and some are operating in a 
different way. Please use the contact details to check the situation.  



VE75 commemoration in Marloes 

Although we were unable to celebrate as a community together this year, Paul & Stef did a 

lovely “tea party” display outside the shop and some villagers decorated their fences with 

bun;ng and birds of peace to mark VE75 Day. The Clock Tower and Village Hall were also 

adorned with red, white & blue bun;ng. Members of the community respected two 

minutes silence at 11am in the privacy of their own homes as well as an impromptu socially 

distanced gathering around the Clock Tower of village residents as the clock struck 11. In 

the aKernoon our local land girls, Gina and Liz, could be seen on their tractor around the 

village. At 7pm a few villagers walked to green outside the Church, dressed in 1940’s 

ouUits, to listen to Ira Hemingway play “We’ll meet again” on the Church organ before 

Bobby Morgan rang the Church bell in memory of our fallen heroes. AKer the Queen had 

spoken to the na;on at 9pm a few villagers stood two metres apart (in line with the cur-

rent social isola;on rules) outside the village shop to listen to, and join in with, a few of the 

songs of Vera Lynn and others of her era, to remind us all of how things were on VE Day 

itself. We will not forget. 

From top left: Marloes Clocktower with bunt-
ing; a “1945 family”; Land Girls. 

A simple Royal British Legion wooden 
cross was placed at the War Memorial in 
memory of the three people of the 2nd 

World War who died, also a peace dove 
was placed alongside.  Bobby Morgan and 
his sister Ira attended the original celebra-
tions on the 8th May 1945.    



 

Marloes and Dale Public Access Defibrilla!on Scheme 
 

What if you are faced with an emergency in these uncertain !mes? In the event of a possi-

ble cardiac arrest, do follow the usual procedures but be aware of possible infec!on and 

use precau;ons below:- 

*Call for help, dial 999, fetch your nearest defibrillator. Talk to the casualty but DO NOT 

LISTEN OR FEEL FOR BREATHING BY PLACING YOUR EAR OR CHEEK CLOSE TO THE PERSON’S 

MOUTH. 

*Follow the Defibrillator instruc;ons which are very clear, BUT DO NOT PERFORM RESCUE 

BREATHS OR ATTEMPT MOUTH TO MOUTH RESUSCITATION. 

*Con;nue with HANDS ONLY cardiac compressions un;l the ambulance arrives. 

*AKer contact with the casualty, wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water at 

the earliest opportunity. (Or use Alcohol hand gel). 

*AKer performing CPR seek advice from NHS 111.        Ellie Morgan 

MEMORIES from a friend: 
My Dad is cleaning out my grandmother's house (she died in December) and he brought me 
an old Royal Crown Cola bottle. In the bottle top was a stopper with a bunch of holes in it. I 
knew immediately what it was, but my daughter had no idea. She thought they had tried to 
make it a salt shaker or something. I knew it as the bottle that sat on the end of the ironing 
board to 'sprinkle' clothes with because we didn't have steam irons. Man, I am old. 
 

How many do you remember? 
Headlight dip-switches on the floor of the car. 
Needing the choke to get the car started 
Trouser leg clips for bicycles. 
Soldering irons you heated on a gas burner. 
Using hand signals and then later, trafficators.  

 

Older Than Dirt Quiz: 
Count all the ones that you remember, not the ones you were told about. Ratings at the side. 
 

1. Sweet cigarettes 
2. Milk Bars with juke boxes 
3. Home milk delivery in glass bottles (Ed: We still have those!) 
4. Party lines on the telephone 
5. Newsreels before the movie 
6. TV test patterns  
7. Peashooters 
8. 78 rpm records 
9. 45 rpm records 
10. Portable Dansette record players 
11. Metal ice trays with levers (Ed: you mean you had a fridge??) 
12. Blue flashbulbs 
13. Cork popguns 
14. Wash tub wringers which folded down 

0-2 = You're still young 
3-6 = You are getting older 
7-10 = Don't tell your age 
11-14 = You're positively 
ancient! 



How big are baby birds?How big are baby birds?How big are baby birds?How big are baby birds?                                            Rosemary Royle 

I received an email a few days ago as follows “I've just had a strange bird on our bird feed-
er.  There was a goldfinch feeding with it and I thought from the back view that it was anoth-
er goldfinch as the wing tip and tail markings were identical, as was the yellow flash.  Howev-
er this one's head and beak were merely grey. It was the same size so I don't think it was a 
fledgling.” The answer was, of course, that this was indeed a juvenile Goldfinch and that once 
they have fledged and left the nest they are much the same size as adults.  

Many people assume that young birds will be smaller than 
their parents – after all, think of ducklings! But whether 
young birds are smaller, or indeed, bigger, than their parents 
depends on what kind of breeding process the species goes 
through. For “nidicolous” species (nidicolous means nest-
loving), when the eggs hatch the baby birds are completely 
helpless and poorly developed (altricial) and stay in the nest 
until they are almost fully grown and capable of independent 
existence. Such birds are pretty well full sized when they 
leave the nest, and can fly reasonably well, though they may 
have rather short tails. So baby blackbirds, robins, chaf-
finches, goldfinches, crows, magpies, jackdaws etc are all 
nidicolous and the young birds are about the same size as 
their parents.  

Other birds operate a different strategy – think ducks. When 
ducklings hatch they are immediately able to walk around and 
even swim (precocial), and usually leave the next with a parent 
within a few days. They even feed themselves. So these young 
birds are much smaller (and cuter!) than their parents. They 
soon lose their down, acquire proper feathers and are able to 
fly. For a while they look like small adults, but within a few 
months they are fully grown and are the same size as their par-
ents. So the only baby birds you are likely to see that are   
smaller than their parents are those like ducks that are 
“nidifugous” (fleeing the nest, for those Latin scholars amongst 
you).  

This strategy is used by ducks, gamebirds and wading birds and 
is taken to its extreme by the “mound building” birds in Aus-

tralia. The eggs are laid in a large pile of vegetation where they incubate and then hatch. The 
young bird has to fight its way out of the heap and then make its own way in the world – it 
never sees its parents.  

One further category of bird is exemplified by the Manx Shearwater. The single large egg 
goes through a long incubation and the chick when it hatches it quite well developed. How-
ever it does not do anything for the next 70 days except put on weight, so by the time it 
leaves the burrow it is much bigger and heavier than an adult. However, it needs all that ex-
tra fat as it has a tough time ahead, learning how to survive without any help from the adults 
and flying directly to its wintering grounds on the ocean off Argentina.  

A recently fledged Sedge War-
bler showing its short tail 

Lapwing chick – No 1 in 
the cuteness stakes 
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